ANNUAL  REPORT 

or  THE 

^Airttl  ©iar  of  of  tijo  Erbim  gisfrict  of  J'anil|'ani 

FOK  1893. 


I beg  to  report  tliat  during  the  year  189G  the  number  of  cases  of  Zymotic  Disease  notified  to  me  was 
(exclusive  of  those  brought  into  the  Union  Infectious  Wards)  only  27,  as  against  32  in  1895  and  34  in  1894, 
and  tliat  of  that  number  2 died.  Besides  these  notified  cases,  there  was  a very  severe  epidemic  of  measles 
which  caused  9 deaths ; a certaiu  amount  of  Influenza  in  the  Spring  causing  2 deaths ; and  some  Whooping 
Cough  causing  1 death.  The  following  table  will  show  the  distribution  throughout  the  year  of  the  notifiable 
cases : — 
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SCBI*iaiinBm — One  case  occurred  in  May  at  101,  AVest  Street.  I visited  it,  and  found  that  it  could 
not  properly  be  isolated  in  its  home,  so  recommended  its  removal  to  the  Infectious  AVards,  which  was  done  on 
the  next  day,  and  the  room  in  which  the  child  had  been  at  once  disinfected.  It  did  not  spread.  Two  cases 
were  notified,  respectively  on  the  20th  and  22nd  July,  one  (May)  in  East  Street,  and  the  other  (AVilkinson)  on 
the  Hale  Hoad.  They  were  both  removed  at  once  to  the  Infectious  AAhirds;  they  had  both  been  in  one  class  at 
the  East  Street  Board  Schools,  and  I inspected  the  children  in  that  class  at  School  on  the  22nd  July,  but  did  not 
find  any  child  in  an  infectious  state,  and  it  spread  no  further. 

Dil3hth6l*iaa — Only  4 eases  occurred  in  the  year,  and  these  all  separate  cases.  Two  were  removed  to 
the  Infectious  Awards,  1 to  the  Infectious  Hospital,  North  Camp,  and  1 was  nursed  at  home  : in  not  one  of 
these  cases  was  there  any  spreading  of  the  disease.  The  case  of  Emmerson  in  East  Street  was  clearly  brouglit 
with  the  child,  as  she  failed  the  second  day  after  her  arrival  in  Earnham,  where  she  had  been  sent  to  bo  out  of 
the  way,  as  nearly  all  her  brothers  and  sisters  in  Aldershot  were  affected  with  Diphtheria.  She  was  removed 
at  once.  In  the  case  of  the  servant  at  A'ernon  House,  the  drainage  was  found  (juite  satisfactory.  In  tlie  cases 
of  Curtis  and  Lake  (servant  at  the  Savings’  Bank)  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  not  very  satisfactory,  but 
have  been  since  remedied. 

Typhoid  Fevei*  anti  GoniSnued  Fovei*^ — As  these  two  sets  of  cases  are  classed  together, 
it  will  bo  well  perhaps  to  consider  them  together.  There  liavo  been  7 of  the  former  and  3 of  the  latter.  Two 
of  the  Typhoids  occurred  among  inmates  of  the  Union,  and  therefore  are  included  amongst  our  cases.  Of  these 
10  cases  6 had  water  laid  on  for  drinking  and  for  flushing  the  w.c. ; in  4 there  was  no  water  laid  on  to  the  w.c., 
and  in  3 of  these  there  was  oxAy  ivafer  to  drink.  In  2 cases  the  sanitary  conditions  were  good,  in  3 fair, 
and  in  3 bad.  In  the  case  of  the  2 in  the  Union  I have  made  enquiries  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Union, 
and  have  also  inspected  the  premises  used  for  Infectious  AAhirds,  in  company  with  the  Master,  and  find  the  facts 
were  as  follows : — A boy,  named  Saggers,  was  admitted  in  October  with  Diphtheria,  at  a time  when  there  were 


so  many  cases  as  to  rer|uii'e  2 extra  nurses  to  look  after  tkom,  and  at  tlio  same  time  tliero  were  so  many  cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever  that  there  wore  2 extra  nurses  to  take  cliarge  of  them  also,  and  the  nurses  in  char^'o  of  both 
sets  of  cases  met  for  meals  in  one  very  small  room  between  the  two  sets  of  wards  in  which  the  two  diseases  were 
accommodated ; Saggers  subsequently  on  November  20th  developed  Typhoid  Fever,  and  it  seems  most  probable 
that  tlio  Typhoid  poison  Avas  transferred  to  this  boy  by  the  nurse  who  looked  after  him,  and  rvas  one  of  the 
extra  nurses  mentioned  above,  and  who  lierself  afterwards  was  notified  as  having  Typhoid.  There  does  not 
appear  to  be  anything  wrong  with  the  drainage,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  wards  Avero  too  crowded,  as  the 
buildings  Avero  never  intended  to  take  the  number  and  variety  of  cases  that  were  in  them  this  year,  and  it  is  to 
bo  hoped  that  the  Isolation  Hospital  will  bo  built  before  another  Epidemic  of  such  magnitude  occurs,  as  the 
recent  one  of  Diphtheria  at  Hale. 

El*ysSpBlBSa — Witli  regard  to  these  7 cases,  4 wore  on  premises  Avhero  there  was  no  special  fault  to  find 
with  the  sanitary  conditions,  but  3 occurred  in  Beaver’s  Yard  (one  of  which  died).  I repin'ted  strongly  in 
NoA'ember  that  the  sanitary  conditions  in  this  yard  Averc  very  bad:  the  Surveyor  tells  mo  that  the  water  has 
not  been  laid  on,  but  ho  has  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  done  very  soon.  This  delay  seems  to  me  very 
undesirable. 

PuBB*pePal  FeVGt*fi — One  case  occurred  in  a young  married  woman  in  Bromley’s  Y’’ard;  the  woman 
Avho  nursed  her  Avas  not  a regular  nurse,  and  Avas  not  going  to  nurse  anybody  else.  The  room  in  Aviiich  the 
patient  died  Avas  disinfected  under  the  Suiweyor’s  directions. 

l¥icsnbl*anOUS  Group  a — One  case  occurred  iu  a child  Avho  had  Measles ; there  Avas  no  water  laid  on 
here  for  any  purpose— they  drank  avoU  Avater.  The  toAvn  water  has  now  been  laid  on  both  for  driukiog  and  for 
flushing  purposes. 

InfluenZBm  — There  has  been  no  wide-spread  Ejndemic,  but  a good  many  isolated  cases;  it  has 
occasioned  2 deaths. 

Whooping  Cough  kas  been  prevalent  at  times  and  has  caused  1 death. 

MbBSIoSb — A very  extensive  and  severe  Epidemic  prevailed  in  the  district  during  August,  September, 
and  part  of  October  ; this  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  public  elementary  Schools  for  3 Aveeks  after  the  Summer 
holidays  Avould  have  naturally  terminated.  It  caused  9 deaths.  In  view  of  the  Avay  in  Avhicli  this  Epidemic 
spread  and  its  groat  mortality,  I thought  it  Aviso  to  repeat  my  request,  first  put  forward  in  1892,  for  the  notifica- 
tion of  Measles.  This,  hoAvever,  the  Council  refused. 

WaiBf  Supply  a — I find  that  in  11  out  of  19  cases  Avhich  I iiiA'estigatcd  on  the  occurrence  of  disease 
notified  to  me,  no  Avater  Avas  laid  on  to  tlio  promises,  and  orders  Avoro  consequently  given  that  it  should  bo 
supplied  for  flushing  purposes. 

On  1st  Juno  I reported  to  the  Council  as  follows 

“ On  Wednesday,  20th  May,  Dr.  Seaton  came  doAvn  to  inspect  the  Waterworks,  and  made  many 
“ enquiries  as  regards  the  Avater  supply  of  our  district ; he  considers  our  case  rate  from  Typhoid  higher 
“than  it  ought  to  be,  and  thinks  it  might  be  reduced  by  putting  more  pressure  on  owners  of  houses 
“to  take  the  town  supply,  and  strongly  urges  mo  to  take  measures  to  this  end.” 

Accordingly,  on  3rd  June  I commenced  a house-to-house  visitation  (which  I continued  on  the  18th,  19th, 
and  23rd  June,  and  27th  July)  iu  Bridge  Square,  Eed  Lion  Lane,  Weydon  Hill  and  AVeydon  Mill,  Abbey 
Street,  and  part  of  AVaverloy  Estate,  Avith  a view  to  ascertaining  in  Avhat  proportion  those  houses  Avorc  supplied 
Avith  Avater  to  a sufficient  extent.  I detormiuod  that  the  test  of  sufficient  supply  should  be  AAdiether  their  closets 
Avere  furnished  Avith  a laid-on  supply  for  flushiug  or  not.  In  the  above-mentioned  district  I A’isited  147 
premises,  and  found  that  in  only  about  41  Avas  the  Avatcr  supply  sufficient  according  to  this  test.  I consequently 
recommended  that  the  OAvners  of  the  remaining  lOG  should  bo  called  upon  to  supply  this  deficiency,  on  the 
ground  that  a closet  Avithout  Avater  is  a nuisance,  Avhether  it  should  by  chance  happen  to  be  dirty  at  the  time  of 
inspection  or  not : and  the  Council  Avrote  requesting  OAVuers  to  give  a proper  supply.  On  the  20th  October  Dr, 
Seaton  sent  mo  a draft  report  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  shoAving  Farnham  Urban 
District  at  the  bottom  of  the  statistical  table  of  the  prevalence  of  Typhoid  Fever  for  the  Avhole  count}^  and 
inferring  that  it  Avas  duo  to  the  largo  number  of  polluted  shalloAV  service  Avells  which  are  in  use  for  drinking 
purposes  in  parts  of  the  toAvii.  The  Council  considered  this  report  and  the  Sanitary  Committee  subsequently 
decided  to  recommend  that  the  whole  of  the  OAvnors  of  the  properties  on  Avhich  I had  reported  in  July  and 
August  bo  AA  ritten  to,  and  that  the  Surveyor  be  instructed  to  Avatch  the  promises,  and  Avhen  he  found  a nuisance 
existing  to  proceed  against  the  owner.  I believe  that  about  quarter  of  the  106  had  already  been  taken  in  hand 
before  this  resolution  Avas  passed.  On  17th  December  Dr.  Seaton  came  down,  at  my  suggestion,  and  Avent 
round  nearlv  the  avIioIo  toAA’n,  seeing  houses  AA'ith  regard  to  their  AA'ater  supply,  and  AAas  much  struck  with  tho 
need  for  enforcing  the  laying  on  of  Avater  to  the  closets,  Avithout  Avhich  it  is  practically  impossible  to  keep  them 
clean. 


Isolation  HospitBim — I am  glad  to  bo  able  to  report  that  the  Itural  and  Urban  District  Councils 
of  Farnbam  liavc  agreed  to  purcliaso  some  land  for  tlio  purpose  of  erecting  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  tlieir  joint 
use.  In  company  u itb  Dr.  Seaton  and  Mr.  Lorimer  I inspected  tlio  site  in  August,  1896,  and  wo  were  all 
favourably  impressed  witli  it ; it  seemed  in  all  ways  suitable  and  we  understood  that  a good  supply  of  water 
Avould  bo  available  from  tlio  new  reservoir  being  built  on  the  lull  above  it  and  no  great  distance  away.  On  13th 
November  an  Inspector  from  the  Local  Government  Board  came  down  and  held  an  enc^uiry  at  the  Town  Hall, 
I attended  and  gave  evidence,  and  subsequently  accompanied  the  Inspector,  Dr.  Seaton,  and  Mr.  Lorimer  to  the 
site.  There  was  no  oppo.=ition  to  tlio  plan,  and  the  Inspector  was  satisfied  that  the  sjiot  was  suitable  for  the 
purpose.  It  was  understood  that  the  building  should  not  take  in  eases  of  Small  Pox.  I hope  that  the  building 
will  contain  a sufficient  number  of  wards  to  accommodate  the  three  diseases.  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid 
Fever,  isolated  from  one  another  in  different  blocks,  for  during  last  year  at  the  Infectious  Wards  the  difficulties 
of  management  were  greatly  increased  by  having  cases  of  all  three  to  provide  for  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
and  it  seems  to  mo  it  would  bo  a groat  mistake  to  build  a now  Hospital,  and  to  bo  unable  to  take  in,  we  will 
say,  a case  of  Diphtheria,  because  there  were  already  in  the  Hospital  one  or  two  cases  each  of  Scarlatina  and 
Typhoid  Fever,  which  contingency  is  very  likely  to  arise. 

Houses  Unfit  foi*  Human  Hahitationm — I have  inspected  two  premises  which  I considered 
unfit  for  habitation. 

1.  A Cottage  at  the  top  of  Hart’s  Yard  which  has  not  been  occupied  since. 

2.  The  Cemetery  Cottages  which  have  not  been  occupied  for  some  months  and  I believe  are  about  to 
be  pulled  down. 

MiSCeiianeouSm — lo  March  a complaint  came  to  me  of  a dung  heap  of  great  size  which  was  on  the 
ground  within  25  yards  of  the  AVater  Company’s  reservoir  just  outside  the  AVaverley  Estate,  this  was  left  on  the 
ground  for  more  than  a fortnight  with  the  wind  blowing  fi’om  the  manure  towards  the  water  most  of  the  time. 
It  was  eventually  moved,  but  it  was  a very  serious  danger,  in  my  opinion  to  the  water’s  purity. 

In  May  I received  a letter  from  Dr.  Seaton  tolling  mo  that  some  tramps  had  left  a lodging  house  at 
Guildford  u hcro  there  had  boon  a case  of  Smallpox,  it  was  believed  to  come  to  Farnham.  I could  get  no  more 
pieciso  information.  Dr.  Seaton  and  the  police  could  find  out  nothing  for  me:  but  no  Smallpox  resulted  in 
Farnham  from  it. 

Death^t*aiem — This  is  considerably  more  favourable  than  that  of  1895.  The  rate  for  all  ages  is  13.44 
against  16.53  per  1000,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  epidemic  of  Measles  which  accounts  for  1.7  of  this,  it 
would  have  ap2)earcd  better  still.  The  death  of  infants  under  one  year  arc  fewer.  The  bii-th-rate  however  has 
been  much  lower.  I append  a table  calculated  on  a population  of  5800  for  the  town  and  6000  including  the 
Union. 


TOTAL  DEATHS. 

FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

UNDER 

1 YEAR. 

CIRTHS. 

"With  Union. 

Without  Union. 

With  Union. 

’.AA’itliout  Union. 

AVith  Union. 

AVithout  Union. 

AA'ith  Union. 

AA'ithout  Union. 
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8 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

H 

13 

February  

14 

6 

2 

1 

1 

0 

9 

9 

March 

9 

6 
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7 

7 

April  

8 
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1 

1 

0 

0 

28 

24 
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0 
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1 

1 

15 

15 

June  

9 

5 
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0 

0 

0 

14 

13 
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12 

0 

1 

0 

4 

2 

10 

10 

August  

15 

11 

3 

3 

5 

o 

9 

8 

September 

14 

10 

8 

7 

1 

1 

14 

11 

October  

14 

7 

0 

0 

1 

1 

13 

11 

November  

8 

0 

2 

1 

2 

2 

8 

6 

December  

19 

9 

4 

0 

4 

3 

11 

8 

In  Surrey  C.  Asylum 

3 

•• 

Totals  

142 

78 

22 

13 

. 21 

14 

152 

1 35 

Per  1 000  per  annum 

23-06 

13-44 

3-60 

2-25 

3-50 

2-40 

25-33 

23-27 

Do.  in  1895 . . . . 

25-50 

10-53 

2-00 

1-74 

4-00 

3-48 

33-00 

30-46 

Do.  in  1894 

25-00 

14-10 

2-41 

1-00 

2-75 

2-50 

23-79 

23-70 

S.  G.  SLOMAN, 

16th  February,  1897.  Medical  Officer  of  Ilealth. 


Farnham  Rural  District  Counci 


^edicai  C/ficer^  Tieport, 


TIio  area  of  tlio  Eural  District  Council  is  28,595  Acres. 

The  population  is  reckoned  at  13,750. 

The  births  registered  in  1896  (438)  3T85  per  1,000. 

The  deaths  registered  -n'ere  189,  13'74  per  1,000. 

This  includes  20  deaths  occurring  in  Farnham  Workhouse,  which  cases  were  admitted  from  the  Eural 
District  Council. 


SiuiwiM'fj  of  sickness  cuid  viovtulit/j  from  the  clyht  principal  Zymotic  diseases^  and  the  action 

taken  to  prevent  their  spread : — 

Small  Pox. 

No  cases. 

Measles. 

One  death  from  this  cause.  No  schools  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  prevalence  of  this 
disease. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Two  deaths  from  this  disease.  Been  rather  prevalent  in  the  District. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Has  not  been  at  all  prevalent.  Only  four  cases  have  been  notified,  and  only  one  fatal  case  has 
occurred. 

Notified — Farnham  1,  Ash  1,  Frensham  1,  Seale  1 case. 

The  fatal  case  was  removed  from  Scale  to  the  Workhouse  Infirmary. 

Croup  (Membraneous.) 

Two  cases  notified.  One  death. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Twenty-two  cases  were  notified  of  this  disease,  with  one  death.  They  occurred  in  various  parts  of 
the  District,  and  were  generally  of  a mild  cliaracter. 

Notified— Farnham  2,  Frensham  8,  Ash  4—1  death,  Seale  8. 

This  disease  has  been  rather  more  prevalent  than  last  year— cases  having  been  contracted  at  Seale 
owing  to^  children  coming  to  school  from  a neighbouring  District,  where  the  disease  was  prevalent.  I 
thought  it  prudent  to  close  the  schools,  which  was  done,  with  the  effect  of  checking  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 


Diarrhoea. 

Four  fatal  cases  of  this  disease  in  Farnham  Parish. 

Diphtheria. 

Notified — 

Farnham 

Ash 

Tongham  and  Scale 

Frensham  

As  against  18  cases  notified  last  year,  with  5 deaths. 


Throe  of  those  under  5 years. 


40  cases — 11  deaths 

5 „ 

2 


The  total  number  of  fatal  cases  from  tlioso  eight  diseases  has  boon — 


Farnhain 10 

Frensham 1 

Ash  3 

Seale  1 

21  Fate  1'52  per  1,000. 


This  compares  very  unfavourably  with  the  mortality  from  those  causes  last  year,  when  the  number  of 
fatal  cases  was  10. 

The  increased  rate  of  mortality  is  entirely  due  to  the  severe  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  the  close  of 
the  year  in  the  Parish  of  Hale. 

With  regard  to  other  diseases,  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  and  Pleurisy  accounted  for  25  deaths,  as 
against  44  last  year. 

Thirteen  deaths  were  attributable  to  Cancer  in  various  forms. 

AVith  the  exception  of  the  Diphtheria  returns,  with  which  I will  deal  more  fully,  these  returns  may 
bo  considered  very  satisfactory,  especially  as  regards  Typhoid  Fever— four  cases  in  a population  of  over 
13,000  being  a very  low  average. 

The  low  mortalit}’^  from  Measles  is  also  very  satisfactory,  and  the  fatal  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  the 
first  which  has  occurred  in  the  District  in  the  last  three  years. 

AVhooping  Cough  is  only  responsible  for  2 deaths,  proving  that  the  general  typo  of  those  diseases 
has  been  cf  a very  mild  character. 

Diphtheria. 

Cases  of  this  disease  occurred  from  time  to  time  during  the  year  in  diffcrojit  parts  of  the  District 
tiuite  unconnected  with  each  other,  and  generally  of  a mild  character.  Up  to  November  17th  20  cases 
had  been  notified,  and  only  2 deaths  recorded.  In  November,  however,  2 mild  cases  occurred  in 
the  Parish  of  Hale,  and  in  December  a very  serious  outbreak  of  the  disease  took  place,  no  less  than  22 
cases  occurring  in  this  month  alone,  and  most  of  them  in  a very  circumscribed  area.  The  t3'po  of  disease 
Was  extremely  severe,  no  loss  than  nine  deaths  being  registered,  five  occuiring  at  their  own  liomcs,  and 
lour  in  the  AVoikhouso  Infirmaiy,  to  nhich  the  cases  had  been  removed.  This  serious  outbreak  naturally 
gave  great  anxiety  to  the  Authoritj",  and  a special  committee  of  the  Council  was  appointed  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  The  District  in  which  the  majorit}’-  of  the  cases  occurred  was  found  to  bo  in  a very  unsatis- 
factory state  as  to  its  sanitary  condition.  A great  number  of  pig-stj'cs  existed,  and  owing  to  the 
prolonged  v’et  season  and  the  absence  in  most  cases  of  proper  paving  and  draining,  were  in  many  cases 
in  a very  filthy  condition  and  dangerous  to  health. 

Fowls  were  also,  iu  some  instances,  kept  in  a veiy  dirty  state  in  close  proximity  to  dwellings. 
Many  of  these  pigs  are  also  fed  on  Camp  refuse,  which  renders  it  all  the  more  imperative  that  they 
should  be  kept  in  a clean  state. 

Recognising  the  danger  of  allowing  such  a condition  of  matters  to  remain,  and,  if  possible,  to 
prevent  a recurrence  of  such  iiuisanccs,  the  Council  have  decided  to  enforce  stringent  regulations  as  to  the 
distance  of  pig-styes  from  the  houses,  and  also  making  it  compulsory  in  every  case  that  the  stj^es  should 
bo  properly  paved  and  drained,  and  these  regulations  arc  now  being  enforced,  the  consequence  being  that 
many  pigs  have  been  killed  and  the  nuisances  very  much  abated. 

AV'ith  regard  to  this  particular  district,  I have  stronglj''  urged  the  Council  to  adopt  a sj'stem  of 
scavenging,  and  this  is  under  their  consideration.  It  is  seriouslj'  needed,  as  the  pojmlation  of  Hale  is 
very  largo  and  the  privies  very  numerous,  the  consequence  being  that  the  gi’oiuid  becomes  over-charged 
with  sewage,  and  there  is  a groat  danger  of  water-pollution.  I am  not,  however,  inclined  to  attribute  the 
recent  outbreak  to  this  cause,  but  rather  to  the  generally  iusanitary  state  of  the  District  at  the  time. 

Active  measures  were  taken  to  chock  the  spread  of  the  disease ; the  schools  wore  closed,  and  the  .Infec- 
tious AVard  at  the  AA^orkhouso  Infirmary  becoming  full,  a temporary  isolation  hospital  was  j^rovided. 

In  many  cases,  however,  the  parents  absolutely  refused  to  allow  their  children  to  be  removed,  and  were 
also  absolutely  careless  in  carrying  out  the  directions  given  them  as  to  isolation ; and  this  neglect  on  their  part 
contiibutcd  greatly  to  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Had  the}',  in  some  instancc.s,  taken  ordinary  jn-ecautions  and 
obeyed  the  orders  given,  several  cases  would,  in  all  probability,  never  have  occurred.  I maj'  mention  that  at 
the  date  of  presenting  this  report  (March  10th)  the  outbreak  is  appai-ently  at  an  end.  This  is  the  worst  out- 
break of  Diphtheria  that  lias  occurred  iu  the  District  for  many  3’ears. 

The  water  supply  of  this  part  of  the  District  where  the  outbreak  took  place  is  abundant  and  naturally  of 
e.xcellout  (pialilv' ; part  of  the  water  supply  fur  the  town  of  Faruham  being  obtained  from  that  locality. 


Milk  played  no  part  in  tlie  epidemic;  and,  in  conclusion,  I must  repeat  my  conviction  tliat  tlie  insanitary 
state  of  the  District  was  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 

With  regard  to  the  general  death-rate,  it  is  considerably  lower  than  last  year.  This  is  greatly  attributable 
to  absence  of  any  severe  type  of  Influenza  complicated  with  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  ; three  deaths  only 
being  attributable  to  Influenza  and  25  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  as  against  six  and  44  last  year. 

The  absence  of  severe  weather  during  the  winter  has  also  contributed  to  the  lowering  of  the  death-rate 
from  these  diseases,  and  also  that  of  fatal  cases  of  Heart  Disease. 

The  number  of  fatal  cases  of  Cancer  is  to  be  noted  ; ten  fatal  cases  occurring  in  the  Parish  of  Farnham 

alone. 


GENERAL  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  SANITARY  ACTS. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

A Local  Government  Board  enquiry  having  been  held  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  site  selected  by  the 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Committee,  and  this  having  been  favourably  reported  on,  tho  ground  has  been  accord- 
ingly pnrchased,  and  the  Hospital  will  be  erected  on  that  site. 

I have  no  knowledge  of  the  pollution  of  the  Blackwater  in  our  District. 

Bartrams  Mills  continue  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition,  and  no  complaints  have  been  made,  either  to 
myself  or  your  Inspector  concerning  them. 

Under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts  several  inspections  and  reports  have  been  made.  In 
five  cases  houses  wore  certified  as  unfit  for  habitation,  with  the  result  that  the  premises  have  been  made 
habitable  or  shut  up.  Existing  nuisances  are  continually  being  dealt  with  by  the  Inspector. 

I have  examined  many  samples  of  water,  generally  with  good  results. 

The  state  of  tho  water  supply  in  various  parts  of  the  District,  viz.,  The  Bourne,  Heath  End  and  Batt’s 
Corner,  is  very  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory. 

Tho  Bourne,  in  particular,  suffered  last  summer  very  much,  even  tho  Board  schools  being  entirely 
without  water;  and  water  for  tho  use  of  the  children  had  to  bo  fotcliod  from  elsewhere. 

The  Farnham  Water  Company  having  erected  a new  reservoir  and  filter-bed  on  the  top  of  Gravel  Hill, 
and  overlooking  Tho  Bourne  Valley,  are  able  to  supply  that  District  to  some  extent,  and  it  w’ould  bo  a great 
boon  to  that  District,  if  such  supply  could  be  arranged  for.  Heath  End  is  also  very  inadequately  suj)pliod,  and 
I fear  that  the  water  there  is  very  liable  to  pollution. 

Tho  quality  of  the  water  at  Batt’s  Corner  and  Dockenfield  is  inferior  and  the  supply  scanty. 

Dr.  Seaton,  Medical  Officer  for  the  County  of  Surrey,  has  been  directing  much  of  his  attention  to  the 
question  of  water  supply  during  the  last  year. 

I have,  in  concluding  this  Report,  to  gratefully  acknowledge  tho  assistance  rendered  to  me  by  Dr. 
Seaton,  who  has  consulted  and  advised  with  me  at  different  times  during  tho  year,  and  who  is  always  ready  to 
help  the  Council  and  officers  with  his  valuable  opinion. 

I have  also  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  rendered  to  mo  by  our  Inspector,  Mr.  Patrick. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LORIMER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Ilealth  Farnham  Rural  Bisirict  Council. 


